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Statistical studies of environmental factors producing crime pre-
sent grave difficulties of method and interpretation. As suggested
above, a statistical item, identified and added to a tabulation, takes
on a value undifferentiated from all other items in its class. This
neglects the unique value or weight of any given factor, in any specific
act of human behavior. To illustrate, a schoolroom from which two
delinquent boys are habitually absent is not the same environment for
each of them when he is present. In one case the boy may come from
an impoverished home and be so shabbily dressed that he feels humili-
ated in the schoolroom where all the other children are well dressed.
He stays away from school to avoid the unpleasant experience.
Having accepted the role of truant, he is defying the authority of
ordered society. He is now against those who represent constituted
authority. Seeking social justification and the feeling of security that
group membership gives, he identifies himself with a delinquent gang,
In the other case the boy of a well-to-do family has a slight impairment
of hearing. His teacher seated the pupils alphabetically, putting him
in the rear of the room where he had difficulty in hearing directions
given by the teacher. Failing to discover his handicap, the teacher
interprets his poor responses as a form of deliberate rebelliousness and
punishes him. This he considers unjust. To escape what, to him,
is an unfair and intolerable situation, he becomes a truant and adopts
delinquent habits. In a statistical table in a study including these
cases, that schoolroom might be counted twice as "inadequate school
environment/' without any indication that its place in the causal
pattern of the delinquency of the two boys was not identical. Once
buried in the statistical table, it is impossible for the person making
the study, or one who reads the report, to see any difference in the
contribution of the school as a factor in the environment in these two
cases.
Environment, then, is what one responds to. It is not a place or
a set of conditions apart from the socially conditioned habits and atti-
tudes of the person for whom it is environment. Doubtless the
environmental factors mentioned above are related to the criminal
behavior of some criminals. But no such factors have been discovered
to cause those exposed to them to become criminals without exception.
The relationship, where it does exist, is neither clear nor direct.
Each case needs to be analyzed individually.
Statistics can be presented to show that most of those convicted
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